About this resource

The Building Fluency series has been designed to help learners develop their English through regular contact with authentic and engaging materials. Rather

than focusing on isolated grammar exercises or memorising vocabulary lists, each lesson encourages learners to think, discuss and communicate naturally in
English.

The materials are deliberately flexible. Learners are encouraged to work through them at their own pace, making use of the vocabulary support provided

whenever it becomes useful or necessary. The aim is not to understand every word, but to build fluency gradually through meaningful communication—one
topic at a time.

What is Art For?

Before You Watch
Look at the image below. Imagine that somebody was painting the Mona Lisa for the very first time today.
e  Why do human beings create art?

e  What makes something valuable as a work of art?
e Isart simply something beautiful to look at, or should it have a deeper purpose?
e Can art change the way we think, feel or behave?

Watch the Following Video

Art is often viewed as something mysterious or reserved for experts, yet it plays an important role in many of our
lives. The following video explores five possible purposes of art, including its ability to inspire hope, help us
understand difficult emotions, shape our values and encourage us to appreciate the world around us.

As you watch, consider not only what art is, but what it might be for.
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Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVIQOytFCRI

Comprehension Questions

1. Why does the speaker argue that beautiful works of art are important?
2. How can art help people cope with sadness and difficult experiences?
3.  Why might people be attracted to particular styles of art?
4. How can artists make ordinary objects or experiences seem important or beautiful?
5. Inwhat sense does the speaker describe art as a form of "propaganda"?
6. What does the speaker believe our relationship with art should be?

Key Vocabulary

English German

artwork Kunstwerk

beauty Schonheit

hope Hoffnung

suffering Leid / Leiden

human condition = menschliche Existenz / das Menschsein

serenity Gelassenheit

tenderness Zartlichkeit / Sanftheit

loneliness Einsamkeit

balance Ausgeglichenheit

appreciation Wertschitzung

creativity Kreativitit

values Werte

glamour Glanz / Faszination

curiosity Neugier

imagination Vorstellungskraft

emotional response emotionale Reaktion

self-expression Selbstausdruck

Discussion Questions

1. What do you think the most important purpose of art is?
Is it to entertain us, make us think, inspire us or something else?
2. Can artimprove people's mood or help them deal with difficult emotions?
Can you think of a book, film, song or artwork that has had this effect on you?
3. The speaker argues that we are often attracted to art that reflects something missing in
our lives. Do you agree?
What kinds of art are you personally drawn to and why?
4. Are there ordinary things in everyday life that deserve more appreciation?
What might an artist choose to celebrate that most people overlook?
5. Should art try to influence people's attitudes and behaviour?
Can art make society better, or should it simply exist for enjoyment and self-expression?
6. How do we decide what gives a work of art its value?
Should value be determined by its price, cultural significance, emotional impact or something else?
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