
 
 
 

About this resource 
 
The Building Fluency series has been designed to help learners develop their English through regular contact with authentic and engaging materials. Rather 
than focusing on isolated grammar exercises or memorising vocabulary lists, each lesson encourages learners to think, discuss and communicate naturally in 
English. 
 
The materials are deliberately flexible. Learners are encouraged to work through them at their own pace, making use of the vocabulary support provided 
whenever it becomes useful or necessary. The aim is not to understand every word, but to build fluency gradually through meaningful communication—one 
topic at a time. 
 

 
 

What are the Costs and Challenges Facing World Cup 
2026? 
 
 

 
 
 
Watch the Following Video 
The 2026 FIFA World Cup will be the largest in history, with 48 teams playing 104 matches across three 
countries. While FIFA has presented the tournament as a celebration of global football, there are also growing 
concerns relating to costs, climate change, ticket prices, extreme heat and international travel restrictions. As you 
watch, make a note of any arguments both for and against FIFA's decisions. 
 

 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmHij2a151M 
 
Comprehension Questions 

1. Why has the environmental impact of World Cup 2026 been criticised? 
2. What concerns have been raised regarding extreme heat during the tournament? 
3. Why have ticket prices become controversial? 
4. What challenges might some fans face when travelling to the tournament? 
5. Which of the challenges discussed in the video do you think is the most significant? Why? 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmHij2a151M


 
Key Vocabulary 
 

English German 

host nation Gastgeberland 

carbon emissions CO₂-Emissionen 

extreme heat extreme Hitze 

cooling break Trinkpause / Abkühlungspause 

dynamic pricing dynamische Preisgestaltung 

travel restrictions Reisebeschränkungen 

visa requirements Visabestimmungen 

environmental impact Umweltauswirkungen 

sustainability Nachhaltigkeit 

commercial interests wirtschaftliche Interessen 

sporting event Sportgroßveranstaltung 

host city Austragungsort 

infrastructure Infrastruktur 

affordability Bezahlbarkeit 

carbon footprint CO₂-Fußabdruck 

revenue Einnahmen 

 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Should FIFA prioritize global participation over environmental concerns? 
With teams, fans and matches spread across thousands of miles, is making the World Cup more global worth the 
increase in carbon emissions and travel-related environmental costs? 
2. How much responsibility does FIFA have for protecting players and fans from extreme heat? 
Are measures such as cooling breaks and climate-controlled benches sufficient, or should matches be 
rescheduled, relocated or postponed when temperatures become dangerous? 
3. Have World Cup tickets become too expensive, or are high prices justified by demand? 
FIFA argues that market pricing prevents ticket reselling and reflects unprecedented demand. Should major 
sporting events remain affordable for ordinary fans, even if that means limiting profits? 
4. Should politics and international travel restrictions affect sporting events? 
If fans, officials or referees are unable to attend because of visa policies or travel bans, does this undermine the 
idea of the World Cup as a global event? What, if anything, should FIFA do about it? 
5. Who benefits most from hosting a mega-event like the World Cup: fans, players, host nations 
or FIFA? 
Considering the financial costs, environmental impact, political controversies and commercial revenues, do the 
advantages of the tournament outweigh its hidden costs? 
 

____________________ 
 
 

Copyright Notice 
 
This learning resource has been created independently by Joel White for educational purposes. Any linked articles, videos or 
other source materials remain the copyright of their respective owners and are referenced solely as the basis for the 
accompanying learning activities. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


